First  Person:  A  'dream  come  true' 


By  Erica  Harms 

Correspondent 


With  only  a  thatch  root  walls  made  of 
dirt  and  a  rusty  twin-sized  bed  missing 
i,  a  Darfur  '  ‘  * 


-  to 


its  mattress,  a  Darfur  refugee  stole  my 
heart  She  welcomed  me  into  her  home 
with  a  cup  of  coffee,  ironically  served  in  a 
little  china  glass.  The  two  hour  process  it 
took  for  her  to  heat  the  coffee  beans,  grind 
them  by  hand,  and  flavor  the  final  prod¬ 
uct jrave  me  a  chance  to  hear  her  story. 

That  afternoon  conversing  with  this 
lady  in  120  degree  weather  was  a 
dream  come  true  for  me. 

For  ten  years,  she  and  her  five  chil¬ 
dren  have  De^n  living  behind  these  dirt 
walls  with  no  electricity  or  running 
water.  Although  she  is  married,  her 
husband  cannot  afford  to  drive  back 
and  forth  to  work  every  day,  so  he  only 
comes  home  on  the  weekends. 

■For  as  long  as  I  can  remember;  I've 
to  visit  tf 


i 


wanted 


die  people  of  Africa 


just  like  that  When  the  opportunity 
‘  “  the  Sudan  last 


arrived  for  me  to  go _ 

March,  I  didn't  hesitate.  Through  a 
partnership  between  he  Missions 
Mobilization 


of  he 


Deptartment 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Hoard 
and  Morrison  Heights  Church  in 
Clinton,  our  team  spent  two  weeks  in 
Khartoum,  a  city  with  more  than  12  mil¬ 
lion  people,  primarily  working  with  a 
relief  organization.  I 
learned  two  lessons 
during  that  time  that 
still  burden  my 
heart. 

First,  I  learned 
how  important 
short  term  volun- 
can  be  to  he 
s try  of  hose 
on  he 
full-time, 
couple 


with  whom  I  worked  does  what  they 
rotnise  he  government  they  are  there 
>  do,  and  as  a  result  have  earned  a 
positive  reputation  with  government 
officials  and  others  throughout  he 

faithful 


entire  country.  Their  faithfulness  to 
put  into  action  hat  which  hey  say 
they  are  here  to  do  allows  folks  like 
me  access  to  not  only  encourage  hem 
with  the  familiarities  of  home  but  also 
to  more  boldly  proclaim  the  truth. 

Secondly,  I  learned  about  God's 
heart  for  Muslim  people.  God  didn't 
call  me  to  travel  all  the  way  to  Sudan 
because  He  loves  those  people  so 
much  hat  He  wants  them  to  know 
about  Himself,  although  He  does.  He 
called  me  to  Sudan  because  He  loves 
me  so  much  and  wanted  me  to  experi¬ 
ence  His  heart  for  he  nations.  The 
feeling  I  had  when  I  awoke  to  he 
sound  of  the  call  to  prayer  every 
morning  at  5a.m.  was  dark  and  eerie, 
but  it  an  incredible  reminder  to  pray 
for  the  people  I  was  among. 

Islam  is  the  fastest  growing  religion 
in  the  world.  Five  times  a  day,  Muslims 
stop  and  ritualistically  pray  toward 
Mecca.  With  Psalm  86:8-10  on  my  mind, 
he  only  thing  I  knew  to  pray  was 
that  the  people  around 
me  would  know  die 
one  true  God. 


At  one  point,  a  dead  body  was  laid 
in  he  center  of  he  circle  while  folks 
continued  to  chant  to  heir  false  god, 
children  included.  I  left  there  with  a 
renewed  sense  of  urgency  to  fulfill  the 
Great  Commission  (Matt.  28:18-20). 

I  genuinely  believe  hat  when  God 
calls  an  individual  to  go  on  a  mission 
endeavor;  He  also  calls  individuals  to 


financially  and  prayerfully  support 
that  one.  From  the  depth  of  my  heart, 
I  say  thank  you  for  supporting  the 


say  tnank  you  tor  supporting 
Margaret  Lackey  State  Missions 
Offering,  which  not  only  allowed  my 
dream  to  travel  to  Africa  come  true, 
but  also  sent  the  light  of  Christ  into 
one  of  he  darkest  places  on  earth. 


Among  the  gods  there  is  none  like  you, 
O  Lord;  no  deeds  can  compare  with  yours. 
All  the  nations  you  have  made  will  come 
and  worship  before  you.  O  Lord;  they  will 
bring  glory  to  you  rename .  For  you  are 
great  and  do  marvelous  deeds;  you  alone 
are  God.  Psalm  86  10  (NIV) 


Every  Friday  night 
in  a  large  cemetery  on 
the  outskirts  of  town,  a 
sect  of  Muslims  known 
as  the  Whirling 
Dervishes  congregate  for 
demonic  worship.  For  an 
hour;  hey  chant  "Allah, 
Allah,  Allah"  while  danc¬ 
ing  and  smelling  incense.  I 
saw  one  man  whipping1 
himself,  another  biting  nim- 
self,  and  some  just 
die  crowd  hat  was  £ 


N 


Offering  supports  Garaywa 


By  Erica  Harms 

Correspondent 


now  what  it  did  for  me,"  and  to  catch  a  vision  of  what  they 
Velch.  can  do  in  missions. 

member  of  Highland  As  a  result,  nearly  40  profes-^^ 

sions  of  faith  were  made  among 
campers  this  summer. 

"There's  nothing  for  us  to  brag 
about.  It  was  Goa  who  chose  to 
show  up  and  move  among  our 
cabins.  We're  just  blessed  He\| 
chose  us  to  be  a  part  of  it,"  saidV 
Ashley  Wald  rep,  a  2008  unit  leader  \ 
from  Blue  Mountain  College.  OneL 
of  three  unit  leaders,  Waldrepl 
supervised  12  of  the  36  cabin  leaders  1 
on  staff. 

Though  the  city  of  Clinton  may  be 
just  outside  the  gate,  Garaywa  is  a 
world  apart.  Moss 
ered  trees  create  an 
atmosphere  of  timeless 
expectation,  mystery, 
and  seclusion.  , 

Mississippi  Baptists 
have  played  an  intricate  l 

role  in  reaching  people 
through  Garaywa  asfl 

7  nave  prayed  forfl  JHj 
its  ministry,  donated 
their  gifts  and  time  in 
service  there,  and  given  gener- 
ted  with  ously  to  the  Margaret  Lackey  State 
“*,  Missions  Offering. 


tried  to  find  which  way  to  go.  At  weeks,  36  college  students  made  Ashle 
every  turn  were  friendly  smiles  and  Garaywa  their  home  as  they  invested 
cheerful  voices  singing  out,  "Hi!  in  the  lives  of  the  fourteen  campers  in 
Welcome  to  Camp  Garaywa."  their  cabin  each  week. 

Garaywa  Camp  ana  Conference  "This  summer  was  more  than  I 
Center,  located  within  the  Clinton  could  have  ever  asked  for.  It  was  at 
city  limits,  has  been  hosting  camp  this  summer  that  I  felt  God 
Mississippi  Baptist  GA  (Girls  in  leading  me  into  full-time  career  mis- 
Action)  and  Acteens  camps  since  sions.  1  never  could  have  imagined  ered 
1947.  Funding  by  the  Margaret  how  He  was  going  to  use  this  sum- 
Lackey  State  Missions  Offering,  the  mer  to  change  my  life,"  said  Christa 
Mississippi  Cooperative  Program,  Hudson,  a  cabin  leader  and 
the  Edwina  Robinson  wMu  Special  Mississippi  State  University  student 
Day  Offering,  and  a  nominal  camper  from  Clarkson  Church  in  Mathiston. 
fee  allowed  1,664  girls  to  come  She  was  one  of  several  cabin  lead- 
through  the  gates  this  summer.  ers  to  answer  that  call. 

Every  morning,  campers  rotated  "We  expect  God  to  move  and  work  they 
between  several  nussions-oriented  activi-  among  our  campers,  but  it's  so  ex  tit¬ 
hes,  including  a  share  time  with  the  mis-  ing  when  He  begins  to  work  among 
sionary  serving  at  camp  that  week.  After  our  staff,"  Welch  said, 
lunch,  camp  was  alive  and  vibrant  with  This  year's  theme,  highlighl  ‘ 
splashes  from  the  pool,  laughter  from  the  Isaiah  40:30-31,  was  On  Your  Mark, 
ropes  course,  and  squeals  from  die  zipline  Get  Set,  Go!  The  goal  was  for  campers 
in  the  woods.  The  evenings  concluded  to  not  only  to  have  a  positive  camping 
wim  a  special  event  and  time  of  worship,  experience,  but  to  come  to  know  the 

"I  know  what  a  difference  camp  Lord  in  a  personal  way,  to  understand 
can  make  in  the  lives  of  students  that  they  are  uniquely  created  by  God, 


Harms  served  as  program  director  for 
the  2008  summer  camping  season  at 
Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference  Center. 


Martin 

Editor 


cne  invitation  trom  tne  deeper  in  boa  s  Word  and  growing 
to  become  their  pastoc  closer  to  other  believers.  The  church 
pted  the  Trace  Crossing  considers  LifeGroups  the  lifeblood 
the  church  met  officially  of  the  church  body, 
ip  gathering  with  Kevin  Funds  from  the  Margaret  Lackey 
jrship  and  Kevin  Wood  State  Missions  Offering  go  toward 
i  people  attend.  Through  paying  the  lease  on  the  church's 
ch  has  averaged  194  in  facility.  "It  has  removed  from  us  the 
having  leased  a  store-  pressure  of  the  lease,"  said  Wood, 
ain  Shopping  Center  in  ’'We  know  that  these  funds  will  be 
he  church  10;000  square  there  every  week  to  help  us  with 
together  children's  min-  our  biggest  expense  other  than  per- 
nistry.  sonnefTWe've  been  able  to  do  all  we 

hedule  includes  Bible  can  to  make  our  building  comfort- 
y  for  children  and  stu-  able  and  accessible.  Our  location  is 
with  worship  at  10:30  great  because  we're  smack  in  the 
iday  evenings  includes  middle  of  town.  It  gives  us  a  great 
looiers,  children,  and  environment  for  worship  and  chil- 
ilt  Bible  study.  Adults  dren's  and  student  ministry." 


since  January  of  2006 
and  mutual  encouraj 


A  PASTOR'S  WELCOME  — 
Kevin  Wood,  pastor  of  The 
Church  at  Trace  Crossing  in 
Tupelo,  is  seen  in  front  of  the 
church's  facility.  Funds  for  the 
lease  are  provided  by  the 
Margaret  Lackey  State  Missions 
Offering.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


in  your  church  on  state 


_  iw 

- rl - ■ - 1  ■  '  rs 

cost  to  the  church).  Please  contact  your  speaker  of  choice  directly  and  schedule  ^  date 
for  your  congregation  to  promote  the  MLSMO. 


•  Ministi 

Call  (800)  748-1651  to  speak  direc 


istry  Spe 

rectly  with 


akers 

the  coordinator  of  the  particular 


ministry  for  which  you  are  interested. 

BSU  Directors 

Call  Peggy  Powell  at  (800)  748-1651,  ext  299,  or  (601)  292-3299  locally. 

Associational  Missions  Directors 

Have  all  received  Margaret  Lackey  Speaker's  Training  and  can  be  contacted 

at  your  local  association  office. 


Recources 
disponible 
en  espadol 
gratis . 


Offering  Ministry  Descriptions 


Associational  Mission  Projects  -  $200,000 

Margaret  Lackey  funding  helps  empower  local  mission  initia¬ 
tives  in  evangelism  and  community  ministry.  For  information 
call  David  Michel  at  (800)  748-1651  or  (601)  292-3231. 

Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference  Center  -  $365,000 

Home  to  over  L800  girls  each  summer  and  year-round  retreats. 
For  information  call  Kay  Cassibiy  (800)  748-1651  or  (601)  292-3318. 


.a 


Seminary  turning  out  changed  men 


Serve*  as  an  exceptional  540  acre,  year-round  facility  for  church 
retreats  and  summer  camp  for  boys.  For  information  call  Jim 
Ray  at  (662)  289*9730. 

Christian  WohenVMen's  Job  Corps  -  $30,000 
Men  and  wfthen  are  paired  with  Christian  mentors  in  order  to 
gain  life  and  )ob  skills  that  will  help  them  reach  economic  inde¬ 
pendence.  For  information  call  Ttauny  Anderson  at  (800)  748- 
1651  or  (601)  292-3323. 

Church  Planting  -  $400,000 

Provides  financed  assistance  and  training  for  church  planters  to 
penetrate  lostness  across  our  state.  For  information  call  Ed 
Deuschle  at  (800)  748-1651  or  (601)  292-3224. 

Criminal  Justice  Ministries  -  $50,000 
Tridna  prison  volunteers  and  provides  leaders,  Bibles,  and 
Disdpleship  studies  to  inmates.  For  information  call  Charles 
Jones  at  (662)  846-7676.  > 

« jafel  .  for .1 

Cross  Cultural  Outreach  -  $30,000 
Recognizes  the  various  language,  ethnic  arid  culture  groups  in 
Mississippi,  and  offers  gospel  insight  through  leadership  train¬ 
ing  and  misaional  strategies.  For  information  call  David 
Alexander  at  (800)  748-1651  or  (601)  292-3364. 

Disaster  Relief  -  $60,000 

Over  200  members  of  die  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 
Team  provides  training  for  working  with  communities  as  first 
responders  to  give  care  and  hope  in  crisis.  For  information  call 
Jim  Didlake  at  (800)  748-1651  or  (601)  292-3338. 

College  k  University  Outreach  -  $65,000 
Provides  program  assistance  for  campus  ministry  to 
International  and  African-American  students,  and  missions 
mobilization  assistance  for  those  involved  in  campus  and 
church  student  ministries.  For  information,  contact  Weaver 
McCracken  at  (800)  748-1651  or  (601)  292-3299. 

Literacy  -  $15,000 

TVains  leaders  to  teach  other  people  to  read  and  speak  English, 
providing  an  open  door  for  sharing  he  Gospel  message.  For 
information  call  Paula  Smith  at  (800)  748-1651  or  (601)  292-3336. 

Pastoral  Benevolence  -  $20,000 

Provides  financial  relief  and  counseling  for  ministers  and  heir 
families  recovering  from  professional  turmoil.  For  information 
call  Bruce  Cappleman  at  (800)  748-1651  or  (601)  292-3225. 

Volunteer  Missionary  Assistance  -  $650,000 

Assists  short-term  volunteers  from  Mississippi  Baptist  church¬ 
es  to  serve  in  North  American  and  International  Missions.  For 
information  call  Ken  Rhodes  at  (800)  748-1651  or  (601)  292-3239. 


S  William  H.  Perkins  Jt 

itor _ 

Chris  Buckhalter  recalls  how  he  loved  to 
fight.  "I  was  living  crazy,"  said  he  former 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  football  star 
from  Coilins  and  brother  or  Philadelphia 
Eagles  running  back  Correll  Buckhalter.  -"It 
didn't  matter  if  he  other  guy  was  big  or  small, 
I  was  ready  to  fight.  If  you  poked  me  or  pushed 
me  or  said  he  wrong  thing,  I  was  ready." 

Buckhalter 's  wild  side  led  him  to  become 
involved  in  a  1997  armed  robbery  in  Jackson  hat 
resulted  in  he  death  of  one  man  and  the  wound¬ 
ing  of  another.  Facing  a  capital  murder  charge, 
he  pled  guilty  to  manslaughter  and  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  serve  his  time  in  he  State  of 
Mississippi's  penal  system. 

After  a  stint  in  a  regional  prison,  Buckhalter 
was  transferred  to  the  Big  House  —  the 
Mississippi  State  Penitentiary  at  Parchman.  "I 
knew  I  had  been  dropped  off  at  a  bad  place," 
he  said. 


tentiary  time  while  hammering  out  some  plan 
for  the  rest  of  his  life,  Buckhalter  found  he  New 
Orleans  Seminary  extension  program  at  Unit  30 
on  he  grounds  of  Parchman. 

"When  I  found  Jesus,  He  flipped  me  upside 
down,"  Buckhalter  said.  "He  changed  me.  He 
really  changed  me.  He  changed  me  as  a  dad,  a 
husband,  and  a  man.  You  can  say  anything 
you  want  to  me  now  —  you  can  even  shove 
me  —  and  you'll  be  able  to  tell  that  Jesus  has 
changed  me." 

Buckhalter's  reformed  behavior  didn't  go 
unnoticed  by  prison  officials,  who  because  of 
his  good  conduct  offered  him  an  opportunity 
to  serve  he  remainder  of  his  sentence  working 
at  the  Governor's  Mansion  in  Jackson.  He 


turned  it  down  to  remain  at  Parchman  and  fin¬ 
ish  his  seminary  degree. 

He  will  graduate  in  December,  he  same 
month  he  is  scheduled  be  released  from  prison. 
His  life  plan  now  includes  Christian  ministry. 

"God  has  a  call  on  his  life,"  said  Johnny 
Bley,  the  former  Mississippi  Baptist  pastor  ana 
New  Orleans  Seminary  faculty  member  who 
has  directed  the  Parchman  extension  program 
since  August  of  2004. 

"His  spirit  and  his  knowledge  are  exceptional. 
He  has  a  lot  to  offer  any  Christian  ministry  hat 
is  willing  to  accept  him  as  a  man  who  had  his  life 
turned  around  by  Jesus,"  Bley  said. 

There  are  currently  76  Parchman  inmates  like 
Buckhalter  in  the  extension  program.  Seventeen 
students  will  receive  associate  degrees  in 
December,  and  14  will  receive  masters  degrees 
along  with  Buckhalter.  The  youngest  student  is 
age  24;  the  oldest  student  is  age  62. 

Bley,  who  also  directed  the  New  Orleans 
Seminary  extension  program  at  Angola  Prison  in 
Louisiana  prior  to  coming  to  Parchman,  said  he 
Margaret  Lackey  State  Missions  Offering,  along 
withNew  Orleans  Seminary,  private  donors,  ana 
the  willingness  of  prison  officials  to  work  with 
the  seminary,  have  been  critical  to  the  success  of 
he  extension  program  in  Mississippi. 

"The  offering  provides  textbooks. 
Experiencing  God  workbooks,  and  other  items 
for  he  inmates  to  study  and  use.  The  prison  sys¬ 
tem  is  the  largest  mission  field  in  Mississippi,  and 
he  offering  is  making  a  difference,"  Bley  said. 

"Without  he  Margaret  Lackey  State  Missions 
Offering,  we  wouldn't  be  Here,"  Bley  pointed 
out.  "These  men  are  receiving  a  Christian  edu¬ 
cation,  and  hat  will  have  a  tremendous  impact 
on  their  communities  when  hey  are  released 
back  into  he  free  world. 

"That  should  be  important  to  all  of  us." 


1.  Eastpoit  Church,  Iuka,  has  called  David  Dill  as  pastor.  He  comes 
with  wife  Tonyea  and  son  Trae. 

2-  Bethel  Church,  Smith  Association,  has  called  Bradley  Troth  as 
pastor.  Shown  are  Troth,  Dana,  Abigail  Tfoth  and  Sarah  Mouton. 

3.  Glendale  Church.  Glen,  has  called  Brandon  PoweU  as  pastor  He 
comes  from  Beechmont  Church,  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  he  was 
minister  of  youth.  He  and  his  wife  Jennifer  are  expecting  their  first 
child  in  late  August  ° 


Church,  Bogue  Chitto  were 
recently  honored  with  a 
luau/ pizza  party  to  celebrate 
each  member  learning  the 
bodes  of  the  Bible. 


Impact  Aug.  15  -  17,  7  p.m. 
Call  (601)  833-6760  for  more 
information. 

3.  Eastwood  Church,  Indianola 
is  sponsoring  the  Mid-Delta 
Youth  Fest  Aug.  23  -  24.  Sat., 
concert  with  Flights  From 
Egypt  and  speaker  Cody 
Deese,  7  pm.,  Indianola 
Academy  Gym;  $5.  Sun.,  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.,  Jason  Morant 
and  Deese,  Eastwood 
Church. 


1.  Bethel  Church 


4.  Calvary  Church,  Meridian,  is 
hosting  Aaron  Odom  Aug. 
24, 6  p.m. 

5.  First  Church,  Soso,  ordained 
Kyle  Warren  to  the  ministry 
Feb.  24.  He  serves  as  minister 
of  students  at  West  Laurel 
Church,  Laurel. 

6.  First  Church,  Foxworth,  cele¬ 
brated  pastor  appreciation 
day  recently  by  sending  pas¬ 
tor  Charles  L.  Nail  and  his 
wife  Sonja  on  a  trip  to  New 
York  City.  Nail  is  fulfilling  a 
lifelong  dream  to  see  me 
Yankees  and  Red  Sox  play  in 
Yankee  Stadium. 


2.  The  Itoths 


RiteBus  •  RitePrice  •  RitePlace 
Talk  to  Bill  dark  601-750-2364 
www.ritewaybussales.com 


RiteWay  Bus  Sales 


1.  Fern  wood  Church, 

Femwood:  July  16  -  18; 
record  attendance  of  59; 
shown  are  the  participants. 

2.  Lakeside  Church, 

Hattiesburg:  June  2-6; 
enrollment,  91;  daily  atten¬ 
dance,  75;  five  decisions 
made,  six  prospects.  Offering, 
$351.51,  donated  to  the 
Baptist  Children's  Village. 

3.  New  Hope  Church, 
Monticello:  Average  atten¬ 
dance,  136,  one  profession 
of  faith,  offering  of  $6,730. 
Shown  are  the  participants 
and  pastor  Joey  Faulk. 

4.  Port  Gibson  Church,  Port 
Gibson:  July  21  -  24; 
shown  are  the  participants. 

«■ 

5.  Trinity  Church,  Amory: 
four  Saturday  mornings, 
June  and  July,  the  youth 
conducted  VBS  Beach  Blast 
at  .  the  Blue  Bluff 
Campground,  Aberdeen. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 


1.  Femwood  Church 


4.  Port  Gibson  Church 


NtW  Hope  Church 


5.  Trinity  Church 


August  14, 


The  Bajtbt  Record 


1  800  370  6180  •  carpenterbus  com 


1.  Hebron  Church,  Grenada: 
Mission  team  conducted 
VBS  at  the  Navajo  Indian 
Reservation  at  Fort 
Wingate,  N.  Mex.;  two 
VBS^s  daily,  with  Bible 
study  nightly  and  con* 
struction  projects. 

2.  Grace  Church,  Columbus: 
June  21;  shown  is  pupil 
Micah  Boterf  with  a 
poster  he  drew. 

3.  Springdale  Church, 
Ripley:  July  21  -  28;  aver¬ 
age  attendance,  168; 
Randy  Hamilton,  pastor. 


Mount  Vernon  < 
Meridian:  Revival,  Aug. 
Sun,  11  am  followed  E) 
d  and  630  pm;  ship  meal;  Mon.  -  Wed, 
noon  lunch  and  7  Jim  Futral  speaker;  Jim 
speaker;  pastor. 


First  Church,  Taylorsville: 

Revival  Aug.  17-20;  Sun,  830 
and  11  am,  followed  by  dinner 
on  the 
Mon.  - 

{>.m.;  Ray  Cummings, 
us  tin  Belew,  music. 

Hillsboro  Church, 

Sunrise  Church,  Carthage:  Hillsboro:  Revival  Aug.  17  -  20; 
Revival  Aug.  17  -  20;  Mark  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6:15  p.m.; 
Mayo,  weaker;  Jim  McEachem,  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7p.m.;  Don  Taylor, 
music  David  Addy,  pastor.  speaker;  Mike  Smith,  music  Ted 

Hawkins,  pastor. 

First  Church,  Kosciusko: 

Homecoming  and  160th  anniver-  Short  Creek  Church, 

sary,  Aug.  24;  Whit  Lewis*  speak-  Yazoo  City:  Homecoming, 
ex,  8:30  a.m^  Barry  G  Corbett  and  Aug.  17,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
Stephen  Rone,  speakers,  11  a.m.;  lunch;  Sonny  Bradshaw, 
John  David  Shaw,  speaker,  1  speaker;  Bill  Hutto,  pastor, 
p.m.;  revival  Aug.  25  -  27;  Bill 

Hardin,  speaker.  Union  West  Church, 

Lafayette  County:  Revival  Aug. 
Ramah  Church,  McCall  17  -  20;  Sun,  11  a.m.;  630  pm. 
Creek:  Revival  Aug.  17  -  20;  nightly;  Michael  Baker,  speaker; 
Sun,  11  a.m,  followed  by  dinner  Andrew  Basinger;  music;  Billy 
on  die  grounds  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  Childs,  pastor. 

-  Wed,  7  p.m.;  Gordon 

McDaniel  speaker.  Strayhom  Church,  Sarah: 

Revival,  Aue.  24  -  27;  Austin 
Silver  Springs  Church,  Moore,  speaker;  David  Johns, 
Osyka:  Revival  Aug.  22-24;  Fri.  music. 

-  Sat,  630  pm.;  Sun,  11  a.m,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  lunch  and  afternoon  Rolling  Creek  Church, 
services;  Gene  Douglas,  speaker;  Quitman:  Homecoming,  Aug. 
Karen  Smith,  music.  17;  Sunday  School  9:45  a.m.; 


1.  Hebron  Church,  Grenada 


3.  Springdale  Church 


2.  Micah  Boterf 


Dec  SI,  2006  -  January  10, 2009 
11  day  custom  travel  with  small  group 


Greg  and  Eva  Vaughn,  Hogue: 
Church  of  Runnelstown,  partk 
sion  projects  related  to  the  work 


COM)  welcomed  it> 

newest  faculty  **■*<; 

member  to  its  grow-  ||§“|  *.  '  M 

ing  staff.  Darrell  JSf0?!  ^  jljj 

Lovins,  DO,  MPH,  ^ 

wife  Denise  moved  It 
to  their  new  home  1^4%  \ 
in  Hattiesburg  in 

June.  Lovins  wul  be 

the  Associate  Dean,  2.  Lovins 

Clinical  Sciences. 

Lovins'  duties  will  include  the  oversight  of  the 
clinical  curriculum  for  all  four  years  of  osteo¬ 
pathic  medical  education.  He  will  coordinate 
and  supervise  all  clinical  subjects  (clinical 
skills,  Medicine,  Surgery,  Pediatrics,  Obstetrics 
and  Gynecology  and  related  subspecialty 
fields)  for  the  first  two  years. 

Scott  Hummel  of  * yVf. 

Longview,  Tex.  is  the 

new  vice  president  If-'W:  V,  ‘ 

tor  advancement 

and  church  relations  If" 

and  professor  of  reli-  I  t 

gion  at  William 

Carey  University. 

He  comes  to  Carey  R'- 
from  LeTourneau  |/-  gw  'f'tl 

University  in  |^j 

Longview  when1  he  I 

served  as  an  associ-  -Mpl* 

ate  professor  of  bib- 
lical  studies  and  3  Hummel 

chair  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  biblical  stud¬ 
ies  and  Christian  ministries  for  ten  years. 


MiMintppi  College  ^greeoeOmt  edu.  601-925-3291  or  601-924-5403 


LifcWnr  Church  Bus  Sales 


Baptist  Church 

1230  Macedonia  Rd. 
Brookhaven,  Miss., 

August  15-17,  7:00  p.m.,  nightly 
Gospel  will  be  shared  with  a  unique 
perspective  to  challenge  4c  encourage 

601-833-6760  for  more  info 


Fred  Smith,  who  coached  the  Ripley  High 
School  boys  track  team  to  a  Class  2fA  state 
championship,  has  joined  Blue  Mountain 
College  as  its  full-time  cross  country  coach. 
Smith  started  the  BMC  cross  country  program 
in  2007,  coaching  walk-on  runners  on  a  part- 
time  basis  in  limited  competition,  while  still 
teaching  algebra  and  coaching  at  Ripley. 


m  i  t  s  hum i  ■  ■ 

BAPTISTS  www.mbcb.org 


ractical  Principles/ 


GuideStone.org/RetirementRcadiness 


Memorial  to  the  Missing;  Domestic  Violence  Awareness  Month 


Jk  §  How  many  pen- 
-v  nies  do  wo  Have  in 

the  Memorial  to  the 
Missing?  The  most 

accurate  "guess"  is 
49,200,000.  Approximately  800,000 
more  pennies  are  needed.  Our  goal  is 
to  have  this  project  completed  by  the 
end  of  August.  So,  PLEASE,  it  you 
have  pennies  already  collected,  get 
them  to  us  or  to  your  associational 
missions  office  and  someone  from  the 
Baptist  Building  will  pick  them  up. 
You  are  to  be  commended  for  such  a 
splendid  response  of  a  very  worthy 
project.  The  impact  of  seeing  fifty  mil¬ 
lion  pennies  and  knowing  what  they 
represent  is  life  changing. 

Often  I  am  asked,  What  can  we  do 
as  a  church  or  group  that  will  impact 
our  community  and  our  church?"  As 


Ready. . .  or  not. 


Either  way,  GuideStone  is  ready  for  your  retirement. 


Are  you  ovor  50?  And  are  you  sure  you're  financially  ready  for 
your  retirement? 


There  is  an  easy  way  to  find  out.  at  your  own  pace  and  with  special 
attention  to  the  specific  needs  of  those  in  the  ministry. 


GuideStone 

Financial  Resources 
Do  well  Do  right. 


Our  Preparing  for  Retirement  Tool  is  just  another  way  GuideStone  helps  you 
manage  your  retirement  assets  —  both  now  and  after  you  retire. 


John  A  Lynn  Bratton 
Myrtle*  (jlfdfwr 


Mr.  Loula*  Allgood 
Coach  Timothy  Land 

Ms.  Hamit  M.  Lam 
Tammie  ChameU  Lang 

Mm  Eva  L  Wlnmngtem 
Dennis  Larkin 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Pry 
Ma  Martha CLaach 

Jim  k  Gloria  Laach 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 


Dr.  Rory  Lee ,  Executive  Director 
P.0.  Bax  27 

Clinton.  MS  390600027 
(601)  922-2242 

www.bapti9tchildr6nsvillag6.com 


GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
AND  MEMORY 


July  10  -  August  10, 
2006 

HONORS 

Dr.  Thompson  k  N  MS  Pain  Mgmt 


Jerusalem  Baptiat  Church 
Connlr  Drown 

Mm  Elizafcath  Curlaa 
Wesley  ft  Joan  Eaat 

The  Robert  Sullivan  Family 
Oiartaa  k  San  Fernrtl 

Rev  k  Mn.  Starling  N.  Da  via 

V*  *mT*  Mn.  Aubry  L.  Haym 
Mr.  k  Mn  Hanry  Hardy 

Mr.  It  Mn.  Parry  E.  Atharton 
Eddie  k  Joy  Harrta 

Steven.  Debr*.  Ruaaall  k 
Thotnaa  Nawman 
Maaon  k  Virginia  Hathome 

TSa  Robert  Sullivan  Family 
Allan  Jaalin 

Mr  J.  C  Rhaw  Jr. 

Dr.  John  McCall 

Dr.  *  Mn  Gerald  J. 
Haaaalman 

Jimmy  k  Virginia  Powell 

The  Robert  Sullivan  Family 
Mn.  Camilla  Thomaa 
Ma.  Linda  L.  Moaa 

MEMORIALS 

Paul  AMaa 

Ron  k  Margaret  (Caldwell) 


Spooky  Sima 
Kyle  Barnett 

Valley  Park  BC-Vailey  Park 
Johnny  Basinger 

Rav.  A  Mn  Cornell 
Daughtry 
Chartaa  W.  Baaaley 

Ralph,  CherylLetghA 
MaryLyn  Prrkina 
Mr.  Dawttta  Balk 

Mr.  k  Mn  Jimmy  Jankina 
Georgia  Benton 

Mr  k  Mn  Stuart  Allan 
Alvin  Barry,  Sr. 

Bob*  Mary  Connor 
Mn.  Franca*  Blackwell 


Betty  Blankenehip 

Glenn  k  Janet  Doty 
Dr.  Barbara  Boatright 

Mr  k  Mn  Cecil  D 
Wilkinaon 

Mr  A.  W  Bouchillon 

Mn.  Caleata  C.  Truitt 
Paul  Braahar 

Mr.  Larry  Braahar 
Mn.  Dora  Bridge* 

M*.  Maggie  L  MahaHay 
Tom  Broom 


Alton  Allred 

Dr.  k  Mn  Dunbar  McCurley 
Mn.  Eurla  Allred 

Oldtonm  Baptiat  Church- 


Rev  Lowry  Andanon 

X  J—  A 

sir.  ■  iwi.  v.rTR'  ronnini  rr> 
Orel  la  Auatin 

Ed  k  Joyce  Marita  Kelly  k 

Boy* 

Jeff  Barber 

Mr.  *  Mn  Bud  Doherty 
Edith  Bame* 

Mn.  Anna  W  Rounaa villa  k 


Spooky  Sim* 

Billy  Brown.  Jr. 

Ma.  Ida  E.  Ingram 
CarthaU  Brown 

Mr  Larry  Braahar 
Nrida  Brown 

Deer  Creak  BC-Rolling  Fork 
Mn.  Loulaa  Bunch 

Valley  Park  Baptiat  Church 
Nancy  Burke 

Mima  Jean  Cravat 
Mr.  D.  W  Burke. 

TE  L  S6C,  Springfield  BC 
Morton 
Dr.  RuaaBuah 
LlaaSitn* 

Spooky  Slim 
Grayaon  Strong  Butler 

Jeremy  k  Ranee  WlUlama 
Ma.  Claaa  A.  Rkhardaon 
Kim  Down  Calhoun 

Mr.  *  Mm  J  .  W  Waldrop 
Lily  Carra  way 

Stan  *  Call  Tiacker 


The  Family  Link  E-Ncwtlcfter 

August  1, 2008,  The  Baptist  Children's  Village  will  launch  The  Family  Link,  an  electronic  newsletter.  The  newsletter  will 
contain  information  that  is  beneficial  in  building  up  families  as  well  as  provide  information  and  updates  from  The  Baptist 
Children's  Village,  lb  subscribe,  please  go  to  www.bapdstchildrensvillage.com.  For  those  without  email,  who  would  like  to 
subscribe,  please  complete  and  mail  the  form  below  to  Celeste  Cade,  Public  Relations  Associate  or  call  601-922-2242. 


Tide 


Street 


First  Name 


Spnnghrld  Bmpt.W  Church 
T.E.L  9SC,  Springfield  BC* 
Morion 

Mtm  Lucy  Miked 
Mr  CUode  Cam 

van  9MM  3BL.,  Mioraonia 

BC 

Kay  Ethridge  Castit 

Mr.  k  Mm.  Jerry  Davie 
Mrs  Inez  flianituri 

|_  A  »■-  -  ■  ** 

jo  m  jbiunBr  xiuinry 

Mr.  J.  Kimble  dark 

Ma.  OaM  A.  Rkhardaon 
wuawey  ospoM  v.  nuren 
Adult  Chair 
Larry  Col* 

Mr.  k  Mn.  AJ  Ray 
Mothrr  at  D*  Uaa  Calvin 
Mn.  Dora  Murray 
Mn.  Laveme  Compton 
Mr.  Water  R.  Baiba* 


Inez  Cooper 

■  r*  a  a  .  MJ,'  II.H _ n.  J 

rnenuMUp  36L,  v Alley  rent 

Bc-vr 

Mr -k  Mn  Billy  Whiten 
Mn  InasCoopor 

VaUry  Park  BC-Valfey  Park 

W.  A  K _  II - »AI 

iw.  m  aaia.  noracf  ve. 
Nrwman 
Mn  Jean  Covert 

Mr*  Chriattnr  Aten  k 


Mr.  k  Mr*.  Dan  Wright 
loyor  Crawford 

Mn  Ganava  Burria 
Johnny  Garold  Crocker 

Me  k  Mn.  S.  S.  Crockar 

«l,  ,,r,  ki.rv.  .  Jh- 
Jirei  1 1  Rwumr 

Mn  Charttna  DanMa 
Pa!  Clark 

Clan  Ma*  Rotert* 

Ray  Robert* 


Mn.  Mary  Nall  Aulunati 


Mr.  *  Mn.  Tommy  Monhall 
Mr.  k  Mm.  E.  E.  Fortenberry 
Mr.  k  Mn.  Gian  D. 


Bobby  Gordon 

Gland*  k  Jerry  Fry 
Jackie  Graham 

kin  Batty  L  Hall 
Anna  Grantham 

Temple  Baptiat  Church- 


Clan  B  Davta 

M*  Ruby  Wachter  Griffith 
Grace  Davt* 

Mr.  *  Mn.  Donald  C 
Gaoghagan 
Jimmy  Ray  Davit 

Mr.  k  Mn  Kenneth  M.  Davt* 
Mr.  RoacoaDavi* 

U.  A  X M _  «ai- a - te  xa - 

Wl.  A  MIS.  rrAIIET  D  BSXWT 

Mr.  k  Mn  Jay  Got*  10 
Mr*  Mary  Elian  Demon 

ear.  at  Asm.  jiiTuny  jeiuuna 
Polly  Crwnahaw  Deyiher 

Mr.  k  Mn  Tom  Pettry 
Mr*  Atean  Doyle 

Mr.  *  Mn  Tarry  B. 

Champion 
Johnny  Drown 

Mr*  ElUabeth  Curia* 

Robert  Dugan.  Sc. 

Shuqualak  Baptiat  Church 
Mr*  Markon  Duncan 

Mr.  k  Mn  Jimmy  Jardtins 
Neil  Dyes* 

Mr.  k  Mn  Irvin  B  Faurot 
Bobbie  Stew  EMI* 

iwi  Virginia  d  Dirabong 

Margaret  C.  E1II* 

Mr.  k  Mr*  Em**t  L  Scrugga 
Mn  Ma*  Ervin 

Mr  k  Mr*  Phil  Slay 
Wltll*  Mae  Ervin 

Bob  k  Mary  Connor 
Tarry  Evan* 

Mr*  Janrlle  Cook.  Joann  k 
Donnie  V  -*• 

Mr*.  Agnea  Ewing 

Mr.  k  Mr*  Jimmy  Jenktm 
Colan  Faulkner 

Mr.  k  Mn  Jimmy  )■ 

Mr.  Jarrell  Fetguaon 

Mr.  k  Mr*  Jamr*  ■ 


Lamar  Gray 

Mr  *  Mm  Jay  Cor*  in 
Slafar  oi  Mary  Arm  Gray 
Gland*  k  Jarry  Fry 
John  Stawart  Great 

Mr.  k  Mn  Jamia  Edward* 
Slafar  In-law  a I  Bud  Geaar 
Gland*  k  Jerry  Fry 
Clad  Gregory 

Mr  *  Mr*  BUte  J  Bonner 
Mr  *  Mn  Hay**  Branacom* 
Mr.  k  Mn.  Arriba  C.  Leggett 
Don  Hamilton 

Mr  k  Mr*  Glen  King 
John  *  Nancy  Millar 
Mr.  kMnJ  W  Waldrop 
Mabel  Hanna 

Out*  k  Sandra  Fadarick 


Drew  Harrington 

Mr  k  Mr*  Jackie  Wooley  ft 
Jordan 
CarrHaakin* 

Mr.  Kirk  Haakina 
Mr*  DoOye  Haynea 

Mn  Peggy  Shuduow 


CaHlae  Baptist  Chuiriv 


Mr.  *  Mr*.  Jam**  E.  D1»on 
Mr*  Batty  Herod 

Mr.  *  Mr*  Jimmy  Jenklna 
Jerry  HU1 

Ma  Nancy  H.  Naaaar 
Mn.  Grace  Hina* 

Mr  *  Mn  Jimmy  Jankina 

rv_  ur—  a  -It  *  *  — 

l/t  •  *•  I KJHJ  nUUINB 

Bobby  k  Petty  Brock 
Glenda  *  Jarry  Fry 
Mn  Tana  Haakina 
Mb.  Mary  Allan  Vamall 
Mr  lioWton 

Mr  k  Mr*  W  K.  Rtggin 
Paul  W  Hopping 

Mildred  Stevenson 
Mn  Doiori*  Horton 

Mn  Katharine  W  Hardy 
Mr  k  Mr*  John  T  Keeton  Jr. 


Mr  k  Mn  Carl  E  Howard 
'itdtiaon 

•  lr.fr  Mn  Bobby  W.  Dye 


Xf-  m  -a  m - 1. 

air.  doc  rrancts 

Mr.  *  Mn.  Jimmy  Jankina 
Ruffin  Fyl* 

M*.  Barbara  B  Eaatarllng 
Gregory  Stephen  Galloway 

xi.  a  xa _  a-»-w - 

Mf.  m  Mrs  vaugnn  uaiKfWiy 


Renee  k  Jeremy  WUHarna 
Ray,  Jeanne  k  Rum  Wla* 
Frank  Jama* 

Glenda  k  (any  Fry 
Latte  Johnaon 

Mn  Althea  M.  Partridge 
Frank  Jana* 

Mr.  *  Mr*  Letter  Harrington 
Mn.  Nancy  Lee  Dabba  Kennedy 
Lauderdale  County  Baptiat 
Aaaoc 
Kafr  King 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Can*  Fortenberry 


Last  Name 


State 


Pilgrim'*  I 


Johnny,  Matty  Jo  ft  Mack  Fob 
Dmy  k  Rotaphlne  Kennedy 
Julia  Lynn 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Dale  Stuart 
Dane!  Maddoa 

Ms  Maid*  (  Stegall 
O  K  Mag** 

Um  Sun* 

Spooky  Sims 
Mr.  R.  W.  "Dike"  Mallory 

Mr.  k  Mn.  John  A.  Phillip* 
Dal*  k  Sharon  Hay* 

Julia  Marttiwi 

Mr.  k  Mn.  Later  Herrington 
Mr.  Jaapar  Cary  "Jake"  Maahbum 
Mr  k  Mn.  Timothy  W. 
Moot* 

Pint  Baptiat  Church.  Chicora 
Mn  Dorta  Ann  Mathea 

Fidelia  SBC  Utica  BC-UMea 
Doria  McCain 

Jerry  k  Bavarty  Van  Neman 
Mn  InalU  McCain 

Terri  Johnaon  MlcteUo  k 


Ms  Edyth*  M.  McArthur 


Mr.  *  kin  BUI  B.  Coleman 
as*,  nuprn  jwwvij 

Mr  k  Mr*.  Jimmy  Jankina 
Mn  Franca*  Nowlin 

Mr  k  Mn.  E  J.  Griaham  Sr. 
John  W  Oakley 

Mr.  Jama*  C.  Peay 
Mary  Cdweert  Oakley 
Mr.  Jamaa  C.  Peay 
Marian  F.  Parker  Jr. 

Mr  k  Mn  ARrcri  N. 


Mn  deo  Bullock  Parkman 

Joe  k  June  Bullock  X  Family 


Ms.  Karan  M.  Johnaon 
Kenneth  L  McCaUlin 

Mr.  k  Mn.  Chariee  Week* 

Mr.  k  Mr*.  J.  Kirkham  PovaU 
Tlmbertand  Bank 
Ma  Ruby  Wachter  Griffith 
Mr*  Phebe  McCully 

Mn.  Lm  Audi*  Jayroe 
Dr.  Unuat  Jaytoe 
Dr.  Linda  Pepper 
Cecil  Larry  McDaniel 

Xd-  Osaka,  *ar-  A .  /  •  il/i.L 

MS.  RUDy  WSCIHVr  vaflanui 

Mr.  Jamea  McGerw 

Mr.  k  Mn  Cotton  Footer 
Mm  Claud  In*  Mdnnla 

Fidelia  SBC.  Morriaon  Hgta 

BC 

Mr*  Btlte  Lynn  Arthur 
Mr.  k  Mr*  Kenneth  E.  Lee 
Kelli  McNeil 

Paul  k  Lavenia  Bullard 
Brook*  McPhail 

Frank.  Bill  k  Dennla  McPhaU 
Mr.  Herman  McPhail 

Priendahip  SSC,  Valley  Park 
BC 

Valley  Park  Baptiat  Church 
Mr.  Tad  Mila* 

Springfield  Baptiat  Church 
David  Milner.  Sr 

Bud  A  Charlotte  Vtcker* 

Mr*  Maudell  K  Mitchell 

Mr.  k  Mn  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Dick  Moore 

Mr*  Felicia  Taylor 
Gene  Moore 

Ma  Helen  Ruaaom 
Mr.  Walter  Lamar  Moot* 

Mr  Mark  Scobey 
Robert  Earl  Moore 

Mr.  k  Mr*  Jimmy  Jenklna 
Harold  Earl  Morgan 

Dungan  Engineering  PA. 
Mitchell  I  eland  Morgan 

Jack,  Hilda  k  Kevin  Haaaon 
Mr.  K.  E.  Morgen 

Mr.  William  H.  Myrick 
Mr*  Atm  Morri* 

Paul  *  Lavenia  Bullard 
Jo  k  Jimmie  Smithey 
Gordon  Netervllle 

Mr.  *  Mr*  Henry  W  Darden 

a  __  a»  -  a. 

aiw  nvwpy 

Adult  Ladle*  SBC  Springdale 

BC 

Roy  Newaom 
Urn  Sima 
Spooky  Sim* 


rx - A  XA  a  *  ■  «  »  » 

i  /anny  «  ufwi  rranviaxin 
Evelyn  Herrelaon 
Don  L  Prtaock 

Mn  Mildred  N  SelUr* 

Mn.  Thelma  ElUabeth  Purdir 
Mr.  k  Mn  Jay  Got*  III 
Mn  Jaan  S.  Moaa  k  Family 
Frantaa  k  Rich  Dcfenbaugh 
Nant-y  Annette  May  Purvu 
Mr.  k  Mr*.  Larry  Oakrn 


Mr.  *  Mm  Jimmy  Jenklna 
Judge  R.  B.  Reeve* 

bin  Ten*  Haakina 
Mr.  k  Mn  Jewell  Reeve* 

Mr  Derate  Carroll  Reeve* 
Mr  R.  B.  Reeve* 

Dr.  k  Mn.  Tbm  Jeffcoat 


Mn  Addle  Kirkland 
Millie  Renick 

Gerald  k  Dottle  Buchanan 
James  Rivera 

Ma.  Jarbor  M  Thame* 
Mary  Roberta 

Ma.  Maid*  C.  Stegall 
Mr*.  Florin*  Roberts 

Mr.  k  Mr*.  James  H.  Gibb* 
Mr*.  Edna  Robertson 

Galiler  Baptiat  Church- 


Mr*.  Elsie  J.  Sumrow 
M»  Carol*  C  Lockwood 
Bobby  k  Petay  Brock 
Mrs  Belle  Rone 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Mr.  Earnest  Ruaaom 

Mr.  k  Mn.  Noah  M.  Mills 
Ray  Rutland 

Ms.  Palsy  WeJbom 
Louise  Salley 

Mr*  Robert  C.  Parker 
Roy  H.  Sawyer,  Jr. 

Mr.  k  Mn.  Ernest  L  Scrugga 
Jimmy  Seel 

Mr.  k  Mn  Danirl  A.  Smith 
Rufus  Ray  Seal 

Mr.  k  Mn.  Bob  Nix 
Dave  Sheet* 

Ms  Esther  K  Demlng 
Frances  Shelton 

Ekiiae  C  roaaley'*  SSC.FBC- 
Columbua 
Mr  Ruaaall  Shirk 

Trinity  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Glenn  Simmon* 

Mr  k  Mn  Paul  D.  Allen 
Mr.  Lewis  Coleman  Sima 

Ma.  Ruby  Wachler  Griffith 
Mr.  k  Mn  Robert  L.  Yeager 

Jk 

Mr.  J.  L  Steon 

Mn.  Matte  B.  Ftynl 


Rev.  k  Mn  Cornell 
Daughtry 

Mr.  Gerald  Pennington 

Mr  k  Mr*  Jimmy  Jenkins 
WlUiam  'BUI*  Stephen  Peugh 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

A  Maturing  Life 

Hebrews  5:11-6:12 

By  Janice  H.  Fortenberry  dren  at  various  poin 


through 


ed  on  Mosaic  of  where  your  faith  has  made  a  that  God  sees 
and  rituals  for  difference  in  your  life?  (Heb.  6:9-12).  S. 

fort  rather  then  See?  It  gets  difficult  quickly  if  not  what  God  wants  for  us,  but 

ching  their  minds  you  are  a  Christian  in  name  only,  it's  amazing  the  numbers  of  peo- 
plore  the  myster-  doesn't  it?  Can  you  talk  about  pie  who  settle  for  superficiality 
of  the  Christian  your  faith  without  lapsing  into  just  because  it's  easy  and  oom- 
.  The  writer  was  simply  echoing  what  you  hear  fortable.  I  prayed  once  for  spiritu- 
rated  that  these  from  the  pulpit?  Cliches  are  al  awareness  and  got  it  and  it 
stians  were  so  cheap,  they  are  shallow  and  they  was  the  most  humbling  experi- 
ature  they  could  are  a  red  flag  of  stunted  spiritual  ence  of  my  life.  1  realized  I  was 
go  beyond  the  growth.  Mature  Christians  can  spiritually  lazy  and  1  was  missing 
Znristianity  and  quickly  and  readily  tell  others  the  power  that  comes  with  an 
the  greater  story  about  how  their  faith  guides  intimate  communion  with  God. 
edemptive  plan,  them,  sustains  them,  comforts  In  short  I  was  in  the  comfort 
the  inferiority  of  them  and  convicts  them.  zone  of  the  surface.  It  was  a 

c's  priesthood  Secondly,  we  have  to  struggle  to  get  honest  with  God; 

the  superiority  of  acknowledge  that  growing  spiri-  it  was  painful  to  acknowledge 
wanted  desper-  tually  does  not  happen  automat-  what  I'd  been  missing;  and  it 
e  his  audience  to  ically.  It  requires  both  our  effort  took  hard  work  to  make  my  faith 
)f  Christ's  role  as  and  God's  help.  (Heb.  6:1-8)  This  a  way  of  life  rather  than  a  badge  I 
high  priest  but  passage  is  difficult  and  has  to  be  wear  when  it's  convenient, 
ecause  of  their  read  carefully.  Make  sure  you  Developmental  milestones  in 
vth  and  rudimen-  understand  that  true  salvation  our  Christian  walk  can  make  the 
anding.  cannot  be  lost  (vv.  6-8).  difference  between  just  living 

ore  could  be  said  However,  we  can  be  shallow  and  living  victoriously, 

liect.  But  it  is  hard  to  Christians;  we  can  skim  along  Personally,  I  think  I'm  going  to 

ill  of  you  are  slow  to  the  surface  and  never  dig  for  back  up  to  the  "spiritual  door- 
(5:11  CEV).  deeper  truth;  we  can  march  to  frame"  regularly  to  keep  track  of 

luick  maturity  test  church  on  a  reeular  basis  and  mv  progress.  God  wants  us  to 


lices  you  symptoms  of  spiritual  infancy. 


2.  Take  Positive  avert  criticism,  some  people  will  friend  will  soften  the  blow  and 
Action  (Acts  21:22-26)  find  fault  with  you.  Paul's  accelerate  the  healing  process. 

To  signify  his  good  humility  and  submission  to  the  4.  Make  Positive  Statements 
intentions  and  to  measures  prescribed  by  the  (Acts  21*39) 
avoid  unnecessary  Church  leaders  were  intended  to  Paul  made  an  additional 
trouble,  Paul  submit-  ward  off  criticism.  Instead  some  effort  to  calm  the  Jewish  crowd 
ted  to  the  advice  of  the  Jews  from  the  province  of  Asia,  just  before  he  was  put  into  pro- 
Church  leaders  in  the  who  had  seen  a  Greek  man  tective  custody.  He  spoke  to 
matter  of  the  vow  four  named  Trophimus  with  Paul  in  his  fellow  Jews  in  their  native 
men  had  taken.  The  the  city,  assumed  Paul  had  taken  tongue,  Hebrew  (or  Aramaic). 

Practice  of  Judaism  him  into  the  temple.  Paul  was  He  told  them  about  his  Jewish 
e  men  to  shave  their  accused  of  violating  the  Jewish  heritage  and  his  zeal  for 

Law  since  Trophimus  was  a  non-  destroying  the  Church.  He  also 
Jew.  The  Jews  seized  Paul,  shared  his  conversion  experi- 
accused  him  of  preaching  ence  and  his  testimony  for 
against  Jewish  customs  pre-  Christ.  In  the  end,  the  crowd 
scribed  in  the  Law  of  Moses,  and  was  so  prejudiced  against  Paul 
of  bringing  a  Greek  into  the  tern-  nothing  he  said  could  change 
pie.  While  this  criticism  was  their  minds.  They  wanted  him 
inaccurate  and  undeserved,  the  dead  (Acts  22:22). 

Jews  were  effective  in  starting  a  Though  the  result  was  not 
small  riot.  The  mob  wanted  to  what  Paul  had  hoped,  at  least  he 
kill  Paul.  Only  the  intervention  tried  to  calm  the  crowd  and  to 
of  the  Roman  soldiers  prevented  improve  the  situation.  We  should 
Paul  from  being  beaten  to  death,  see  every  episode  of  criticism  as 
If  you  find  yourself  the  target  an  opportunity  to  grow  spiritual- 
of  unjust  criticism,  remember  ly.  The  process  always  will  be 


1.  Some  Criticism  Is  H| 

Unfair  (Acts  21:17-21)  H  ■ 

Paul  shared  countless 
stories  of  how  God  was  VanHorn 
working  in  the  lives  of 
Gentile  converts  when  he  was  foi 
returned  to  Jerusalem  at  the  con-  heads,  i 
elusion  of  his  third  missionary  give  pa 
journey.  The  Christian  message  sury.  P« 
was  spreading;  the  Church  lead-  to  this  i 
ers  in  Jerusalem  rejoiced,  not  bri 
However,  they  felt  compelled  to  Rather, 
tell  Paul  how  many  thousands  to  the  r 
of  Jewish  converts  in  Jerusalem  Gospel 
were  criticizing  him  for  alleged-  providi 
ly  telling  Jewish  converts  among  advanc 
tne  Gentiles  to  ignore  the  cus-  Our 
toms  of  Judaism.  The  criticism  strike  back  when  we  face  unfair 
was  unfair.  Paul  actually  tried  to  criticism.  Paul  demonstrated  that 
conform  to  Jewish  expectations  true  believers  can  humble  them- 
when  doing  so  meant  more  selves  and  submit  to  die  counsel 
opportunities  to  share  the  of  others  if  doing  so  opens  doors 
Gospel.  Paul's  stance  against  the  for  the  Gospel  and  for  positive 
traefitions  of  the  elders  only  reconciliation.  Such  submission  is 
became  apparent  at  those  times  not  easy,  but  die  possibility  of  ree- 
when  such  traditions  were  put  ondliation  is  worth  it 
ahead  of  the  call  for  repentance  3.  Some  Criticism  Is  Untrue 
and  for  faith  in  Jesus.  (Acts  21:27-29) 

No  matter  what  you  do  to 


Bro.  Archie  Herrin  was  my 
Associational  Missions 

Director  for  twelve  years 
when  I  served  as  pastor  of 
FBC,  Columbia.  He  gave  all 
the  pastors  a  golf  towel  print¬ 
ed  with  the  title  "Handling 
Criticism."  Archie  knew  all  of 
us  would  face  criticism  at  one 
time  or  another  in  our  min¬ 
istries.  Enumerated  on  the 
towel  were  the  following  six 
steps  to  handling  criticism: 
Listen  to  it.  Evaluate  it.  Learn 
from  it.  Respond  to  it,  Forget 
it,  and  Keep  on  Serving.  Good 
advice.  That  towel  hangs  in 
my  office  at  Mississippi 
College  to  this  day.  Tnis 
week's  lesson  is  about  the 
undeserved  criticism  Paul 
faced  in  Jerusalem.  The  goal 
is  to  help  you  respond  to 
undeserved  criticism  in  posi¬ 
tive  ways. 


of  unjust  criticism,  remember 
that  some  criticism  is  untrue  and 
that  true  believers  have  been 
subjected  to  false  criticism  many 
times.  Knowing  that  you  are  not 
alone  in  experiencing  this  type 
of  persecution  will  strengthen 
your  resolve  to  persevere. 
Sharing  your  hurt  with  a  trusted 


VanHorn  is  dean  of  the  School  of 
Christian  Studies  &  the  Arts  at 
Mississippi  College  and  a  member  of 
Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton. 
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rearview  mirror,  that  car  was  on  top  had  turned  her  car  around 
of  me  and  he  hit  me,"  McGehee  tola  and  was  in  the  process  of  ini- 
Baptist  Press.  "He  knocked  me  into  hating  a  pursuit, 
that  Lowe's  truck,  and  then  my  truck  Someone  who  witnessed 
spun  around."  the  accident  followed  Hill 

The  driver  of  the  cat  Kimery  Hill,  to  his  sister's  house  and 
sped  off  with  his  threejrear-old  aaugh-  notified  police  of  his 
ter  as  a  passenger.  The  pastor  sus-  whereabouts.  He  was 
tained  minor  injuries  including  a  mild  charged  with  one  count  of 
concussion,  ana  when  he  tried  to  get  vehicular  homicide,  five 
out  of  his  pickup  he  fell  to  the  ground,  counts  of  reckless  endan- 
"Some  Good  Samaritans  came  up  germent,  and  one  count  of 
and  told  me  to  stay  down.  They  had  second  offense  driving  on 
an  ambulance  on  tne  way,"  McGehee  a  suspended  license,  the 
said.  "When  the  ambulance  got  there,  local  newspaper  reported, 
they  told  me,  'This  first  ambulance  is  McGehee  said  ne  was 
going  to  get  the  other  guy,'  and  I  said,  told  Hill  had  alcohol,  mar- 
*What  guy?'  and  they  said,  'The  guy  ijuana,  and  methampheta- 
you  hit/  I  said,  'The  guy  I  hit?  I  don't  mine  in  his  system  when 
remember  hitting  anybody,'  and  they  he  was  arrested, 
said,  'Yeah,  you  nit  a  guy.  "  "The  very  next  day  after  this  hap-  Longview  C 

Bobby  Brown,  a  69-year-old  deacon  pened,  I  was  in  my  bedroom  weeping  er  inmate  t< 
at  Longview  Church  in  nearby  and  my  wife  came  back  there  and  she  salvation  in 

Union  vine,  had  walked  out  to  his  said,  'Are  you  OK?'  and  I  said,  'I  can't  Hill  want 

yard  to  direct  the  Lowe's  truck,  which  believe  I  killed  somebody,'"  McGehee  jail  official 
was  delivering  shingles.  McGehee  told  BP.  "She  said,  'You  didn't  kill  arrangemenl 
served  as  youth  pastor  at  Longview  anybody,'  and  I  said,  'I  did,'  and  she  go  to  Longv 
20  years  ago,  and  Grace  Church  said,  'No.  You  had  no  control.  You  got  ceremony, 
recently  had  ordained  one  of  its  mem-  hit  at  that  speed,  and  your  truck  was  "On  July 
bers,  Jonathan  Osterhaus,  to  serve  as  out  of  control,'  and  I  said,  'I'll  never  brought  him 
pastor  of  Longview  Church.  be  able  to  go  on.  I  won't  be  able  to  for-  Longview  C 

"I  just  was  laying  there  on  the  grass  give  myself,'  but  then  I  started  think-  where  I  use< 

waiting  for  another  ambulance  when  mg  she  was  right.  It  wasn't  me.  It  was  and  the  very 
Jonathan  got  there,"  McGehee  recount-  the  other  guy,  and  I  needed  to  start  was  a  patria 
ed.  "He  said,  'Are  you  OK?'  and  I  said,  praying  for  him  that  God  could  bring  —  ana  Jons 
'How'd  you  get  here?'  and  he  said  good  out  of  this."  preacher,  ba 

somebody  haa  called  him.  I  said,  'Did  The  next  Sunday,  McGehee  o'clock  on  a 
they  tell  you  I  was  in  a  wreck?'  and  he  preached  about  the  need  to  forgive  church  almc 
safa,  'Yeah.  Bro.  Tim,  I'm  going  to  go  Hill  and  to  pray  for  God  to  bring  good  amazing.  It  1 
with  Bobby  to  the  hospital.'  I  said,  from  the  tragedy.  The  members  of  Shackles  i 
'Bobby?  Bobby  who?*  He  said,  Grace  Church  also  started  praying  oners'  ankle 

'Bobby  Brown.  That's  who  for  Hill,  and  Osterhaus  went  to  left  the  wal 

you  hit.'  I  said,  'Oh,  no!'  visit  him  in  front  row  wi 

and  I  started  crying  ceremony,  N 

known  the 


NEW  LIFE  —  Kimery  Hill,  a  28-year-old  man  charged  with  vehicular  homicide  after  caus¬ 
ing  the  death  of  a  local  church  deacon,  is  baptized  by  pastor  Jonathan  Osterhaus  in  the 
church  where  the  deacon  served  for  decades.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Grace  Church) 


deacon  at 


but  God  has  used  this  for  good.'  Then  Christ  and  I've  been  living  for  Him  many 
we  also  have  on  video  Bobby  Brown's  years.'  Two  weeks  later  Bobby  was  killed 
wife  hugging  this  guy  and  telling  him  and  that  was  Jonathan's  first  funeral." 
she  forgives  nim.  It  was  just  amazing."  In  order  to  follow  up  on  Hill's  ded< 
Hill's  grandmother  attended  tne  sion  to  follow  Christ,  McGehee  said  hr 
baptism  ceremony  and  said  she  had  sent  the  prisoner  a  book  for  new  believ< 
been  praying  for  years  that  her  grand-  ers  and  a  book  by  Max  Lucado  along 
son  would  follow  Jesus.  with  a  "note  that  said  I  want  him  to  b< 

"She's  a  godly  woman,  and  she  was  assured  I  love  him  and  I'm  praying  foi 
there  and  just  weeping  and  waving  him  and  I  forgive  him." 
her  arms.  When  he  got  baptized,  she  ~  '  ’  .... 

was  so  happy,"  McGehee  recounted. 

"I  said,  'I  know  you've  been  praying 
for  him  a  long  time,'  and  she  said,  l 
‘  ist  hate  that  it  had  to  take  something 
like  this.'  I  said,  'Well,  before  Saul 
could  get  saved,  God  had  to  blind 
him.'  Sne  said,  'You're  right.' 


County  Jail  where  Hill  is  bein4 
detained  about  an  hour  south  of 
Nashville.  , 

"The  jail  didn't  have  a  chaplain,  so 
this  may  work  out  for  even  others,* 
McGehee  said. 


IVEN — Tim  McGehee,  pastor  of  Grace  Church  inTullahoma,  Tn.,  speaks  with  iu 
ill,  the  man  who  caused  McGehee  to  lose  control  of  his  truck  and  fatally  strike  til 
deacon,  after  Hill  was  baptized  at  Longview  Church  in  nearby  Unionville 
;  told  Kimery  Hill  he  forgave  him.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Grace  Church) 


